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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the reference to the 
claims in the specification should be removed because the claims may change in their number 
or scope during prosecution. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 25 April 2007 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(1), which requires the following: (1)a list of all patents, publications, applications, or 
other information submitted for consideration by the Office; (2) U.S. patents and U.S. patent 
application publications listed in a section separately from citations of other documents; (3) the 
application number of the application in which the information disclosure statement is being 
submitted on each page of the list; (4) a column that provides a blank space next to each 
document to be considered, for the examiner's initials; and (5) a heading that clearly indicates 
that the list is an information disclosure statement. The information disclosure statement has 
been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been 
considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 2, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 is indefinite as presented because it is unclear how "as an element" limits the 
monomer (A2) of the olefin resin (A). It is unclear if "element" is being used in a chemical sense 
or if this refers to a "component" or some other meaning. 

Claim 8 is indefinite as presented because it is unclear how the intended use of the toner 
"for non-magnetic one-component developing method" limits the toner in claim 1 . If the claims 
is intended to specify the toner as non-magnetic, then a positive limitation to this effect should 
be amended into the claim. 

Claim 9 is also indefinite as presented because it is unclear how the limitation that the 
toner "is suitable for a toner for full color" limits the toner. It is unclear if this requires a specific 
colorant in the toner or some other characteristics to make the toner suitable for the full color. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 10-073959. 

The JP document discloses in Example 1 a toner comprising a mixture of 100 parts 
styrene-butyl acrylate polymers, 8 parts of a nitrile butadiene rubber (i.e., a thermoplastic 
elastomer; see spec. U [0019]), a magnetite, a polypropylene, and a nigrosine charge control 
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agent (fflj [0014], [0056] - [0062]). Other types of elastomers can be used, such as a polyester 
or polyamide elastomer (fflj [0014]; see Examples 2 and 3). Other useful binder resins include 
styrene copolymers polymerized with monomers, such as ethylene (fflj [0022] - [0024]). 
Various colorants can be used to form a color toner flj [0052]). Because the nitrile butadiene is 
preferred thermoplastic elastomer in the instant specification (fl [0019]) it appears it would 
inherently have a melting point within the range of pending claim 5. Further, because styrene 
butyl-acrylate are preferred monomers for (A1 ) and (A2) in the instant claims (see spec, ffl] 
[0013] and [0014]) it appears that the claimed ratio of Ma/Mb in pending claim 6 would be 
inherently present in the reference toner. The toner of the reference examples are prepared by 
themselves and meet the requirements of a one-component developer. These one-component 
developers would be non-magnetic when the disclosed non-magnetic colorants are used in the 
toner. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Christopher RoDee whose telephone number is 571-272-1388. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 5:30 to 4:00 Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on 571-272-1385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


/Christopher RoDee/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1795 

23 April 2009 


